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Jakob Jakobsson (1937)

teknifredingur / engineer

Gengid ad verk

Jakob Jakobsson hefur tekid [josmyndir i halfa
6ld. Helstu vidfangsefni hans hafa verid port-
rettmyndir, landslagsmyndir og myndir af félki
vid byggingarstérf. Syningin Gengid ad verki
fjallar einmitt um pad sidastnefnda; svarthvitar
myndir af byggingarstérfum. Ljgsmyndirnar
hafa ekki einungis mikid ségulegt gildi heldur
eru teknar med nemu auga ljosmyndarans
Jakobs sem vegna avistarfs sins sem bygg-
ingataeknifraedingur hefur tekid patt i mérgum
stdrum byggingaframkveemdum og eru par
helstar Burfellsvirkjun og Findhornbruin i
skosku haléndunum.

Jakob horfir a byggingarstadinn af sama sjénar-

holi og hann skodar heiminn og er syn hans
akaflega mannleg. Hvort sem hann tekur

At work

Jakob Jakobsson has been taking photographs
for 50 years. He has continually pursued
themes such as portraiture, landscape and
what he refers to as his 'people in construction
photographs'. The exhibition At Work displays
black and white pictures in the Construction
theme. Not only are the photographs of great
historical value but they are taken with the
higly sensitive eye of the photographer. Being
a civil engineer all his life has given him access
to several major construction projects notably
The Hydro Electric Power Station at Burfell,
Iceland, and Findhorn Bridge in the Scottish
Highlands.

Jakob Jakobsson has brought his way of look-
Ing at the world to the construction site and
produced photographs that are unique. He has

myndir Ur nalegd eda ur fjarska leggur hann
aherslu a folk, sem er nidursokkid i verkleg
storf. A myndinni Malingamenn sjaum vid
menn berjast vid ad reisa meelistikur i havada-
roki. A myndinni Matseljur fylgjast med
opnun skurdar sjaum vid pessa vidhafnar-
athofn med augum kvennanna sem hafa eldad
og borid fram mat fyrir byggingarverkamenn-
ina. I myndum sinum leikur Jakob sér ad mot-
sagnakenndum sterdarhlutféllum, madurinn
verdur oft 6rsmar vid hlid risavaxinna mann-
virkja en gegnir po6 pydingarmiklu hlutverki i
heildarmyndinni. A myndunum skapar lands-
lagid nyja vidd i pessum leik ad staerdum og
hlutféllum, hinar vidattumiklu eydimerkur og
miklu eldfj6ll kallast a vid risastaerd mannvirkj-
anna.

chosen a distinctly human angle. Whether pho-
tographing the figure up close or from a great
distance, people and their absorption in practi-
cal tasks is a central concern. In Surveyors
they struggle to plant surveying poles in high
winds. In Canteen Staff Watching Canal Gate
Opening this official moment is viewed

through the eyes of the women who have pro-
vided food for the construction workers. His
compositions play with contrasting dynamics

of scale ; man is often seen dwarfed by monu-
mental structures, yet even here he holds a sig-
nificant place within the overall picture. The
landscape provides an added dimension to this
play on relationships of size and scale, the vast
deserts and great volcanoes echoing the monu-
mentality of these manmade structures.
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Reykjavik Museum of Photography
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